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College Essays, Not School “Essays”
—Some Undesirable Writing Habits to Be Redressed in College Education
Tang Zhiheng

(School of Philosophy, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074)

Abstract: Skills to write a good college essay may well seem to be just an extension of those
required to write a good school essay. But a lot of things we learn from school about how to write a
good essay are actually ill-suited for writing a good college essay—indeed, they may be totally
against the requirement for the latter. Based on some first-person teaching experience, this article
explores some of the bad writing habits college students inherit from their school education, with the
hope that college teachers may be advised and take action addressing them accordingly.
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