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A H BAE A ERCYARAGERE, B R ERIH A X —ERE
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2008.
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From Explanation to Justification
Can inference to the best explanation sufficiently justify a

theory of justice?

( Ye Jinzhou, Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract: Foundationalism and coherentism as represented by “reflective
equilibrium” are the major approaches to justify normative theories of justice, but
both face deep difficulties. “Inference to best explanation” is proposed as a third
approach, aiming to better justify theories of justice. The efficacy of this method
relies on not strictly distinguishing factual truths from normative theories ( claims )
and it presupposes the existence of universal moral truths, but both are groundless.
Furthermore, the issue of establishing normative authority of normative theories is
totally absent in this method, leaving a significant defect for remedy.

Keywords: inference to the best explanation, justification, normative

authority



